Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 






JJ 



I / 



DRUMMOND 

ISLAND 



DRUMMOND 

ISLAND 



/ I < I 



( . ■' •: 



THE STORY 

OF THE 

BRITISH OCCUPATION 

i8i=;-i828 



BY 

SAMUEL F. COOK 



AUTHOR'S EDITION 



LANSING MICH 
1806 



Kiitered accordintr to Act t»f Coiijfress. in the year 18%, 

By Samuel F. Cook, 

In the Office of the Librarian of Conjrress, at Wastainffton. 



press of 

IRobcrt Smitb printing Co., 

Xanstn^, Aicb. 



TO 

Hon. 3|trseplT H. Stcere^ 

THK RII>K SCH()I<AK AND EMINKNT JTKIST, 

THE ARDENT COM^KCTOK OK RARE VOLUMES OK 

HISTORY AM) I.EC'.END OK THE 

GREAT NORTHWEST, 

AND C\RKKrr, STUDENT OK THEIR VARIED 

CONTENTS, 

THIS LITTLE VOMME IS 

MOST RESPECTKl'I.I.Y 

DEDICATED. 



BRITISH OGCUPATKLX 



OF 



DRIMMOND ISLAND 



I. 



Lying surioss (Iw nortlicru cjitl (»f Liiki* 
Huron, and sepiiratod ft-oni tlu' main land uf 
tlie upiK'f iH>ninsula of Michigan by tlie strait 
<>f the Detour, in an island, twcntv l>v thirt«'<*n 

7 t « 

milos ill exiienie lt»iiji:th and bn^adth, and coin- 
piisiii^ an an»a of about one hundred and 
eighteen s<inare iiiih^s. Its shon^s are lined 
with beantiful harbor bavs, which are thieklv 
studded with small islands whose high Iving 
surfaces are d<^ck(»d with a dense covering of 
perennial gr<*en. Streams and small woodbind 
lakes abound on the island, which is densely 
wooded with both the larg«»r an<l smaller 
growths nativf* to that north(*rn clime. 
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What mav be called tlie southwestern corner 
of this island, is a long point of high rocky for- 
mation, averaging less than a mile in width, the 
sunny southeast t^rn slope of which looks out on 
a bay in which are numerous islands, and 
affords both land and waterscape views of no 
ordinary beauty. On the west side of this point 
is the Detour strait — the pathway of the im- 
mense commerce passiugthrough the St. Mary's 
river. On the eastern side of the point, in a lo- 
calitv which seems to have been chosen more 
on account of its beautv than for its value for 
military strategy, the British flag floated and 
the red coats performed garrison duty, during 
a period of thirteen years, in defiaiice of ihe 
treat V of Ghent, the award of the boundarv 
commissioners thereunder, and the comitv of 
nations. 



A rec(*nt visitor n»marks of this once impor- 
tant spot, that *'It is wcmderfully beautiful and 
interesting in its present lon«*liness, but to 
nearlv everv one, in these later times its his- 
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tory is a sealed book." Where once was the 
life and bustle of a military post, garrisoned by 
warlike Britons, now are only the remains — 
and sad ones — of the populous and well built 
garrison town. There are broad and well 
graded avenues lined with Lombardy poplars, 
roads upon which was handled the heavy artil- 
lery, great chimneys of stone with their ample 
fireplaces, marking where stood upwards of 
fifty buildings, kitchen garden plats grown up 
to luxuriant grass, wild flowers and under- 
brush intermingled with rose bushes which 
still bear their sweet blossoms, while apple, 
cherry, plum and pear trees are not infrequent, 
and still yield their fruit. And at no great dis- 
tance lies the city of the sleeping dead, who 
since their comrades were driven thence, have 
been undisturbed by the sunrise gun, and over 
whom the winds alone have chanted requiems. 

* 
* * 

Today, tlie town and garrison sites may be 
readily traced, and with tlie aid of the map 
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whicli lias b(M*n const rnctiMl ])artly from the 
skot(lH»s of tlie onj!:iii(vr oliicers, and jmrtly 
from tli(* detailed accounts sent forward to 
headipiarters by llie commandants, the lines of 
the j^ovt»rnment buildings and the private 
houses, with their jj:rounds, may be readily 
mad(» out. Some of the houses were of large 
size, and were warnuHl during the hmg and 
s(»v(»re winters bv means of enormous stone 

t- 

chimneys having huge tire]>laces on two of 
Iheir sides. A few of the chinmevs show that 
the houses which were about them were two 
storied structures; but this was true of but a 
few. In addition to th(» more solid and <om- 
fortable honu^s of the more opulent of the in- 
habitants, very many of the ]KM)ple found not 
uncomfortable shelter in structures c^alled 
**barlv lodges.'' These were* mad(» of a frame- 
work of ])oles, covered over, roof and sides, 
with c(Hlar bark. Houses of that kind wen* 
vcrv comfortable while new, but tl(*caved verv 

• • • 

rapidly, and were liable to tak(» tire and be con- 
sumed almost in ii breath. Wlnni Col. T. 1^. 
^!clvenii(\v, th<» traveler and writer on Indian 
atl'airs. visited the place in 1827, onlv the vear 
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before its nbandonment, be found the post sur- 
geon, who had recently arrived from London 
with a young bride, honned in a structure of 
this kind, and seemingly contentLHl with his 
home and its appointments. 



During their «tay. neither citizens or ciril- 
inus seem to have heen laggard in the matter 
of providing for their own comfort, expecting, 
as we can but infer, that therw was to he their 
[termanent home. The kitcliens of the larger 
houses, of whicii the loeation of twunty-two 
can be made out with reasonable certainty, 
were separate from tlie houBcs, and in some 
instances at quite a distance away. There are 
now no traces of an oven in connection with 
any of the houses, nor indeed au}' cranes in the 
fireplaces, and it would seem that the private 
as well as the public l)flking was done in the 
large bake lionse, situated on a little neck of 
land projecting into the hay, and nearly sur- 
rounded by water. Tlie nearness of the rock 
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to the surface, rendering tlie dijrfrinp: of cellars 
too onrroiis, resort was had to surface cellars, 
some of which are yet so W(»ll preserved as to 
<;iv(* evidence of tlieir j)nrpos(\ 



* 
* * 



A short distaiK^e south of the town are the 
HMuaius of a lime kiln, and an open quarry 
close at hand. The (piality of the lime which 
was burned then*, must have b(Hm excellent, 
since it has withstood th'* action of the 
weather for two-thirds of a centurv, with but 
slijrht evid(Mice of d(*cay. The structures which 
surrounded those* e-lumnevs crumbled to mold 
mor(* than half a century a^o, hut the chimneys 
tluMuseJves stand as witn<*sses to the (luality 
of tli(»ir building:. On the (*ast side of the lonj; 
arm of the bay (»xt(»ndinj;: north of the town 
was at some tinu* a saw mill, as is shown by 
tli(» vestijj:(»s of the tlume, the dam and the foun- 
dation timbers which havi* Imh^u preserved by 
the action of tlu? water. XeitluM* the traditions 
of th(» island or the main land record anvthinir 
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more of this mill than is evident to the eye to- 
day. It is evident that sawed lumber was used 
to some extent in the buildings, since even now 
a few boards can be found hidden in the rank 
grass covering the spots where houses formerly 
stood, bearing the nail marks peculiar to roof 
boards. It is fairly certain that the mill does 
not belong to any recent date, and it seems 
pi*obable that by its aid, the lumber necessary 
to give to some of the houses, at least, an air 
of tinish, was prepared^ 

* 
* * 

The structures used by the garrison were 
unusually large for log houses, and were also 
more scattered than was usual in those days 
for military posts. The parade ground fronted 
on the bav, and the barracks and commissary 
buildings were at its western border, while 
back of these a rockv hill rose suddenly. The 
ofticers- quarters were scattered here and there 
in such manner as, judging from the appear- 
ance at the i^resent time, they chanct*d to be 
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dropped down, without assij^nmont of location 
by the enj^ineer or reference to tlie other build- 
ings. 



* 
« * 



Tlie boulevard which ])a8sed on the east 
front of the town site lots and thence to the 
parade ground, beyond which it again appears 
as the artillery road to the shore of the Detour 
strait, is now after the lai)se of so many years, 
as perfect in form as when constructed. Deep 
gutter lines at the edges of a Avell rounded 
roadway, carry the water quickly away, and 
the sun}mer torrents and departing winter 
snows have not succeeded in injuring its true 
alignment. This roadway, for the distance of 
about two thousand feet, its northerly end be- 
ginning some five hundred feet from the bay, is 
treble the width of the artillerv road. 

The bold curve of land into the bav at the 
east side of the boulevard was reserved, with- 
out any buildings, for gardens, and near its 
center is the ruin of an unusually large cellar 
which must have furnished ample storage for 
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the protection of all the potatoes and other 
veji^etables ntH'ded by the garrison for a season. 
On either side of the roadway was a space of 
tweutA-flve feet for lawn, and then a row of 
Lombardy poplars, quite a number of winch 
are yet sustaining a vigorous life, drawn from 
the porous limestone rock, with the aid of very 
little soil. The labor and expense incident to 
the construction of this boulevard were not 
slight; and considering the fact that during all 
the period of the oc(!upatlon th(» local army 
chest was hamj)ered for funds for the needed 
repair of the buildings of the post, it may be 
believed thai the expense was uiet from 
sources other than those apparent. The in- 
habitants, no doubt, made coutributions of 
mimey and labor, but it would not be strange 
if considerable quantities of the ])resents 
charg(»d out as distributed by the indian de- 
])artment were used in payment for the labor 
expended on this excellent piece of road, which 
was not of easy construction. The sarhe is 
true of the artillery road, which was deemed 
l)y those in command at the post as necessary 
for the transi)ort of the heavy cannon to the 

3 
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other side of the ridge in case tlieie should be 
need to warn away or engage an (^nerny ap- 
proaching by way of the Detour strait. When 
built, it made a wonderfully fine drive, but the 
orders from lu^adquarters did not allow of any 
expenditures of that kind. Jiuilt it was, and 
yet remains, grass grown and embowered in 
thick shade, as a proof of unwillingness to sub- 
mit to the inevitable. 

Over those roads the dwellers there, no 
doubt, took their carriage drives with their 
wives, their children or their sweethearts. Nor 
ran we doubt that along those charming 
stretchers of boulevard and mountain road, 
many ha])])y moments were spent by ]>eople 
who, shut off from the world at large, had the 
tact and spirit to ])rovide themselves with 
thos(» comfortabh» surroundings which should 
remove the disagreeable from their lives. 



* 
♦ * 



The little cemetery, situated about half way 
between the town and the toj) of the ridge to 
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the west, was an object of no little thought and 
careful attention. At the present time it is so 
filled with rank growths of trees and bushes 
that it is obscured from view even from the 
artillery road which passes it not more than 
fifty feet away. This place for burial was laid 
out one hundred by one hundred and fift^- feet, 
and was surrounded by a fence made of cedar 
posts hewed uniformly six inches square, and 
set in the ground four inches apart. It would 
seem that the death-rate at the post must have 
been unusually large for that healthful cli- 
mate, since as nearlv as can now be made out 
Tery little room was left within this inclosure, 
unoccupied, when the last interment was made. 
It is known, however, tlmt the first to be laid 
here were a large nimiber of soldiers who 
were so sadly neglected by the govern- 
ment they served, as to their food supply 
and the medical (*are therebv rendered 
necessarv, that thev were carried off bv 
the scurvy. This little hamlet of the dead 
was not for those alone whom death had 
dischargcHi from the service of the King, but 
any of his faithful subjects who for any cause 
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wi*r(» dwellers in tluit reji^ion when their final 
Hununons eanie, found here a resting place. 
The int(*rnient8 appear to have begun at the 
Bouthwest corner and to have hec^n in regular 
rows with little space between the* graves. All 
the certain vacant space now remaining, is a 
part of the last row on the east side. Around 
three of the graves are neat i)alings of pickets. 
At a number of th«* grav«*s an^ large head 
bojirds, thi<k and substantially j)reparcHl. Over 
the rounded to]) is an iron band to protect the 
grain of the wood from the weather, and the 
inscriptions made with black paint show not 
onl}' unusual skill in lettering, but ji rare qual- 
ity of paint which has withstood the weather 
sufliciently to remain after the rain and wind 
of half a <*enturv has worn awav the w-ood 
around the lett(»rs so that thev stand out in re- 
lief as thougli em])oss<Ml. 



* 
* 



Onlv a little more than half a centurv seems 

• « 

to have elTaced from the m«*morv more than it 
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has been able to from the face of the island; 
for the story of the establishment, building, 
occupancy and relinquishment of the military 
post se<*nis well nigh forgotten, even by those 
whose lives have been spent in the immediate 
neighborhood. But the officer who founded 
the post, and his successors in command as 
well, wi*re good letter writers who neglected 
no oi)portunity to inform their superiors of the 
occurrences there, nor omitttMi from their re- 
ports the rumors wafted to them from far dis- 
tant regions. Their letters analyzt^d and com- 
pared, furnish the story of this well nigh for- 
gotten spot in the midst of the great unsalted 
seas. 
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II. 



T\w sijrnin.U of the tnnity of CJliont, IVrcni- 
ber :*S, 1S14, found the islaiul of Mackinaw, 
with its fortifications, in the possession of the 
Britisli; but under the terms of the treaty this 
ishind became a^iin the proi)ertY of the Vnited 
States, and made necessary the transfer of tlie 
British ji^arrison to some otlier point. Wliere 
tliat point should be, was to be determined )>.v 
the anxietv of the Britisli officers in command 
in Anu^rica, to retain control of the passajjje 
l)etween the upper and lower lakes, and ])er- 
chance,to found a second Gibraltar, whose ji:uns 
should c(mip(d obedience to the royal mandate; 
but mon^ (^specially the anxiety to retain tlu* 
])r(»sti^e amon^ the Indian trib(»s for which 
they had labored so hard and had enjoyed so 
lonjj. It is a matter of note that the news of 
the si<^nin<r of the tn»aty, and the conse<iU(»nt 
close of the war was so Unv^ a time in n^achin^ 
the northwestern frontier that hostilities did 
not c(*as(» in the yicinity of 3Iackinaw until late 
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in the spring of 1815. The messenger sent with 
the dispatches and orders relative to the carry- 
ing out of the treaty, was two montlis on tlie 
road from York, now Toronto, to Mackinaw; 
and rumor had ample time to convey to the 
post commander the general nature of (he 
news which he might expect subsequently to 
learn officiallv. 



« * 



It was not until May 11, 1815, that Lieut. 
Col. McDonall, in command at Mackinaw, re- 
ceived the official dispatches, with a copy of 
the treaty, and instructions to prepare for the 
turning over of that post to the United States 
military authorities. Those instructions com- 
j)reliended not only the evacuation of that, to 
the British, important post, but the comman- 
dant w^as enjoined to select some place in the 
same neighborhood which could be a point of 
defense and offense, there to erect temporary 
quarters for the garrison and shelter for tlie 
government stores, and to remove his com- 
mand thither. 
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Bv these instructions McDonall avus sorelv 
perplexed. His services on the frontier had 
made him the spokesman on behalf of the King 
with the indian tribes of the whole northwest. 
The country inchid(Hl in his command was, to 
use his own words, greater in extent than the 
whole of Lower Canada; and from his intimate 
relations with the indian tribes, and the jjrom- 
ises he had held out to them on behalf of th;» 
King, it seemed to him that in relinquishing 
the island of Mackinaw, for a long period a 
favorite resort for numerous tribes who were 
accustomed to gather tlu^re fi-om regions as 
far distant as the basin of the Mississii)i)i and 
the Red river of the north, lu» would be leav- 
ing them to a fate which they did not deserve, 
while the British would lose the influence 
which they had sought and so long maintained 
over these allies. To him it apjjeared both 
politic and necessary that the new post should 
be so situated as to be easilv accc^ssible to the 
indians, and capable of being made of even 
more strategic importance than Mackinaw. 
The fort he had in contemplation must, with 
its surroundings, be such as to insure the re- 
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sjiect of the allied tribes, and cau8(» them to 
look with disdain upon Mackinaw as the rep- 
resentation among them of an inferior power. 






To build a new army post in that country and 
at that time was no easv task, for the British 
military system was not supple, and the red 
tape necessary for even trifling expenditures 
from the military chest was well nigh unlim- 
ited. But the urgency of the matter was great. 
The United States authorities, from the Secre- 
tary of State down to the subalteras in com- 
mand of frontier outposts, were pressing com- 
I)liance with the terms of the treaty, and frame 
excuses for delav as he would, McDonall real- 
ized at the outset that no great length of time 
could elapse before he must yield to the inevit- 
able. He must remove his garrison, but where 
should he plant the flag of the King? In his 
dis])at(!hes to his superiors he discussefl every 
spot that seemed to him available; the St. 
Mary's river, St. Joseph island, the (Ireat 
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Manitoulin island and the island just east of 
Point Detour, for which he gave no name. The 
Falls of St. Mary, witli man}* advantages, was 
a point too far removed from ^lackinaw. St. 
Joseph island, although occupied by the North- 
west company as a trading i)ost, and where 
they had buildings which had cost six thou- 
sand pounds sterling, was unfit for fortifica- 
tion, and no localitv on the Oreat Manitoulin 
seemed to meet the demands of the case. But 
move he must, and seeing as y(»t no way out of 
the dilemma, McDonall began the shipment of 
quantities of commissary and Indian stores to 
St. Joseph island, where they could be conve- 
niently stored in the ample warehous(»s of the 
Northwest comj)any. 



* 
* « 



There was one (piestion which caused Lt. 
Col. McDonall no little uneasiness, and to 
which he constantly reverted in his dispatches 
— whether wherever the new ]M)st might be lo- 
cated it would not tinallv be acceded to be on 
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territory belonf^ing to the United States. With 
this feelinp: of doubt in liis mind, the pros and 
eons of each locality were discussed in his let- 
ters, and while as a thorouj^h Briton he could 
see no justice or reason in allowing any of the 
assumptions which he felt sure the United 
States would make, he evidently feared that 
his government would yield until the British 
were crowded from that part of the country. 
But McDonall, from his point of view, re- 
moved from anv of the reverses of the war, 
failed to realize that the United States had 
conquered the terms of the treaty, and so he 
protested in strong terms that the noble nation 
whose humble servant he was, should not sur- 
render their honor to the i)Usillanimous Ameri- 
cans, and thus, while rendering themselves 
despicable in the minds of the Indians, lose all 
hold upon the great northwest. In the light 
of history, his fears and predictions have al- 
most the tone and force of a realized prophecy. 



* 
* » 
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About the middle of Juii(\ Cai)t. Payne, 
Royal Engineers, and Ca])t. Collier, Koyal 
Navy, havinji; arrived at Mackinaw for that 
purpose, the three oflfieers set about determin- 
ing the site for the future post. They cruised 
about among th(» islands at the north end of 
Lake Huron, and on the 24th. MeDonall re- 
ported that Ihe location had b(*en agreeil upon. 
Tie described its advantages, but gives, in his 
letter, no name for the island to which he was 
to removes However, in a sp(H»ch 1h» sent a 
few days later to the Indians in the region of 
the Mississippi, he said: ^'I invite you once a 
year to the King your great Father's new fort 
at Poiitaganipii:- This then, was the indian 
name for the island; but it do;»s not appear in 
any of the letters sent to h(»ad(iuarters. His 
first dispatch after arriving at the island was 
dated simply "Maniloulin Island,-' while the 
next and all subsequent ones were date<l 
**r)runimond Island/' We mav well believe 
that this name for the island was sehu-ted bv 
the officers who made choice of it for a militarv 
]M)st, in honor of the tlu*n **Lieutenant Gover- 
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nor and Commander of the Forces in Canada," 
Hir Gordon Drnmmond. 



* 



In his dispatch announcing the location of 
the new post, McDonall said: *'The situation 
(combines 8ev(*ral important advantaji^es, viz., 
an admirable harbor, proximity to the indfans, 
and will enable us also to command the pas- 
sage of the Detour, ^ivinj? our v(»ssels the 
double advantajj:e of a j::ood anchorage in tliat 
strait, in addition to a fine liarbor adjoining. 
The ground fixed upcm for the new post and 
which was best calculated for tlie harbor is 
verv rockv and will be difficult to work." 



* 
« « 



Near the southwesterly point of l>rummond 
island, as already described, a beautiful bay 
studded with islands pierces the land from 
southwest towards northeast, and is divided 



36 British Occupation 

from the I)(»tour strait by a hijrli riijjged ridge 
of limostono rock, which averages a little less 
than a mile iu width. On the east side of this 
ridge and fronling on the* bay in which a large 
fleet might ride at safe anchorage, was the site 
chosen for the ])ost. By means of artillery ad- 
vantag(H)usly placed on the other side of the 
ridge, it was expected to command the naviga- 
tion of the strait on the west, and thus be able 
to control the comnu»rce between th;* lower 
lakes and Lake Snj)erior. The site fixed upon 
for the new i)ost, and the fort which the officers 
did not doubt would be built, was on land 
afterwards descril)ed bv the United States land 
survey as Section 1, Township 41 north, of 
Kange 4 east; a selection which for military 
purposes was well nigh useless, but as a ren- 
dezvous from which to retain influence over 
the Indians, and as a spot suri»assingly beauti- 
ful, was admirablv chosen. 



« « 
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On C'apt. PuAne, Koyjil Engineers, devolved 
the duty of making ready for the occupancy of 
the place, and with the limited means at liis 
command he entered upon the task of clearing 
off the timber, grading the surface, and erect- 
mg the buildings necessary for the use of the 
garrison. But the coiumandant's plan for the 
post contemj»lated more than the construction 
of a fortification ; there was to be a trading 
post of importance, and as a necessary adjunct 
thereto, a town of reasonable dimensions, fn 
conformity with this plan, as rapidly as the 
labor of clearing the ground permitted, Capt. 
Pavne laid out the lines of the fort, near which 
he marked an ample parade ground, and staked 
out the future town. This, on tlie plat sent to 
headquarters for approval, was named **Col- 
lier,'' and had its streets, park and fair sized 
lots. Th(» dimensions of the lots intended for 
residence purj)oses were uniformly fifty by one 
hundred and fiftv feet. 
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III. 



It was the 18tli of Jiilv when the Britinh pir- 
risoii filially took its ch'iiarture from Macki- 
naw, and sailed away to a new rendezvous. 
The date for their leaving: had b(M»n set for July 
1st, and the United States troops who were to 
occupy the place, arrived on that date; but the 
British had made so little ])rojxi*<^*«« in the re- 
moval of their stores, and were so scantily pro- 
vided with transport that they bejj^jjed for fif- 
teen days more* in which to p:t»t themselves 
away. Col. Butler did not wish to be disoblig- 
ing, and having agreed to the delay asked for, 
encanij)ed his troops cm th(» low ground south 
of the fort and awaited the convenience of the 
British commandant. The boats to be had 
were small, and iiiade but slow ])rogress in 
their sailing, and as there was no wharf at 
Drumnumd, the unloading was accompanied 
with s(*riou8 hindrance. Wlien the loth of the 
month arriv(»d, so much yet remained to be 
moved that a further ])ostj)onement of three 
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days was j^ranted, at which time the Stars and 
Stripes were afj^ain unfnrU*d from the flagstaff 
at the fort, before the departing Britisli had 
readied tlieir boats at the dock. 



« 
* * 



The force wliich Lt. Col. McDonall had 
nnder his command, consisted of one company 
of the 81st, and two companies of the Koyal 
Xewfonndhmd regiments. The term of enlist- 
ment of the last two companies had already 
expired, and they were relieved and sent home 
late in the autumn. To the number of those 
under arms are to be added about twentv-five 
men in the employ of the Indian department, 
together witli a large number of families be- 
longing to the soldiers, and the numerous at- 
taches of the Northwest trading company. 
While no accurate return has been left of the 
number of people -who on that July day, 1815, 
found themselves in the wilderness of Drum- 
mond island engaged in the task of providing 
themselves shelter, a careful estimate from the 

6 
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dat.a at hand places tlie number at between 
three hundred and fifty and four liundred, ex- 
clusive of the Indians, wlio in large numbers 
were prompt to accomj)any tliem, in order to 
share in their food su])j)lies. 



« 
« ♦ 



For the task of building a n<»w town and the 
necessary public structures, the garrison stn^ms 
to have been unequal; they lacked the ingenu- 
ity and abilitv necessarv to clear away the 
timber with readiness, and to nuike use of the 
material at hand for the erection of the necked 
buildings. The ccmimandant began at once a 
complaint of the inefficiency of his men for the 
labor at which he was compelled to employ 
them, and clamored for some companies of 
trained artisans to be sent in lieu of those he 
had. It seems mon^ than j)robable that the 
two companies of the Newfoundland regiment 
whose term of enlistment had closed with the 
war, and who were anxious to be sent home, 
failed to exhibit any special energy in the pio- 
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neer labor of fellinjj: trei^s, rooting out stumps 
and hewing: timber for log houses which would 
only benefit those who should take their 
places. The first attention was necessarily 
given to the matter of barracks for the soldiers 
and shelter for the people and the stores on 
hand, and there was no opportunity to do more 
in the matter of fortification than to make 
plans relative thereto. But there was another 
reason for the delay in the building of the 
promised fort — the uncertainty whether the 
island thev had chosen would be awarded bv 
the commissioners under the treat v, to the 
British King. So serious was the doubt on this 
subject in the mind of the home* government, 
that under date of October 10, of that year, 
Earl Bathurst wrote from Downing street, 
directing that no steps be taken toward the 
construction of fortifications on Drummond 
island until the commissicmers should make 
their report. 



« 
« « 
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Lacking everything: in the way of building 
material which seemed to him requisite to the 
purpose, McDonall proj»osed to hischief in com- 
mand that the buildings on St. Joseph island, 
belonging to the Northwest comj)any, be pur- 
chasiMl, taken down and re-er(Ht(*d at the new 
post. 

When, in 1812, war having been declared be- 
twiM*n the United States and Gr(*at Britain, a 
British ex])ress was sent to the northwest 
posts to inform them thereof, he found a cap- 
tain and forty men stationed cm St. Jose]ih 
island, together with the employc'^s and n^taiu- 
ers of tin* trading comi)anies; and it was from 
there that the* successful raid which resulted 
in the capture of Mackinaw by the simple de- 
mand to surrender, was (U'ganiz<Ml and started. 

\Vlu»n the British left Mackinaw island in 
ITIH), they removed to St. Josej»h island in St. 
Mary's river, and then* established a small 
j)ost. As that location had no advantages from 
a military jioint of view, nor indiMMl from any 
other that can be dis<(>vt»red, it is probable 
that the choice of location was nuide by the fur 
companies, prompted by the desire to be suf- 
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ficiently near to Mackinaw to retain tlieir trad- 
inj^ relations with the indians who passed 
through the Mackinaw straits or came from 
Lake Superior. There the military defenses 
were slight. A "blockhouse/' surrounded with 
a picketing, a magazine and a commandant's 
house, seem to have been all the government 
provided for itself; but the fur companies had 
for their uses some large and well built struc- 
tures. The "blockhouse^' was probably nothing 
more than a large log house. Lieut. Robert 
Cowell, commanding there in 1801, said that it 
containcHl but three rooms, w^hich did not fur- 
nish sufficient accommodations for the officers. 
However, he speaks in his letter of the "fort 
and its enclosures." The magazine, which was 
a stone structure, remained in good repair up 
to and during all. the time of the occupation of 
Drummond island, and was used as the storing 
place for the ammunition of that post. But 
the buildings belonging to the trading com- 
l)anies were extensive in size and number, and 
were not a little tempting to the garrison 
which was in need of comfortable shelter. The 
negotiations for the jiurchase resulted only in 
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securing some of the larger ones for the use of 
the post, and the officers were obliged to buy 
tlie dwelling houses on their individual ac- 
count. The commandant and a portion of the 
officers were thus able to house liiemselves 
comfortably before the winter set in, and the 
others followed their example the ensuing 
season. 



« 
« « 



In order that the Indians might still be im- 
pressed with an overpowji*ring sense of the 
greatness of the British, notwithstanding their 
reverses and enforced relinquishnuMit of the 
island of Mackinjiw, Col. McDonall conceived 
that an extensive system of foi-titi cat ions for 
otfense and defense was necessarv. When leav- 
ing Mackinaw, he had told the Indians that at 
the place he was going there would be a larger 
fort and bigger guns than those he was leav- 
inir, and that those who remained true to their 
allegiance to the King should be able to look 
with disdain upon those who remained with the 
Americans. The place selected, on Drummond 
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island, was chosen for its supposed adaptabil- 
ity to the jmrposes of fortification ; and the first 
among his thoughts, on his arrival there, was 
how to carry out his plans in that direction. 

« 

Just what Col. McDonairs plans for fortifi- 
cation were, or how extensive thev were, it is 
not now possible to determine, since he seems 
to have withheld the details of his dream of 
greatness from his superiors, giving only here 
and there a hint as to the possibilities and pro- 
priety of making a veritable stronghold of the 
rockv neck of the island which he had chosen 
on behalf of his King, and was holding in his 
name. But from the scattered hints to be 
found in his letters, as well as the sketches 
and memoranda from the engineer department, 
and the ruins of what constituted the defenses 
wiiich were actuallv constructed, we mav with 
reason conclude as to the plans which the 
doughty colonel harbonnl in his mind, and as 

7 
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far as he was able, put into tangible timber 
and stone. 

« 
« « 

The first demand in the interest of safety 
which h(» tried to mc^et, was something in the 
wav of defense from outside attacks; and for 
this Col. McDonall conceivcMi that a *'block- 
house'- would meet the necessary requirement. 
Before the connnand had itself housed for the 
approaching wint(»r, the timb(»r for the pro- 
posed structure had been cut, hewn and gotten 
on the ground where it was to be erectcnl. This 
was on the ])oint of a hill lying due north from 
the barracks, scmie eighty rods, and which 
seemed to otTer more than ordinary induce- 
ments for fortitication. The edges around the 
southeni ])oint of this hill were originally steep, 
and wt»re made more so by digging, so as to pre- 
sent a sharp declivity about fifteen feet high, 
up which an attacking j)arty would have diffi- 
culty in climbing. On the top of this hill, it 
was proposed to construct the wished for 
blockhouse. But instead of i)ermission to use 
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the public moneys for the buildinjj: of this most 
ardently repi-esented necessary means of de- 
fense, the order came from London to expend 
absolutely nothing in the construction of mili- 
tary works upon the island until the decision of 
the question as to the boundary was had, and 
the island was assured as belonging to theKing. 
Notwithstanding this positive prohibition, 
which was accompanied with the reasons 
therefor, at frequent intervals up to the time 
of the announcement of the boundary award, 
the authorities at Quebec w^ere urged in lan- 
guage stronger than modern military etiquette 
would allow, to consent to the building of this 
blockhouse. The authority was never given. 

♦ 
« « 

It mav not be difficult to understand that a 
lack of authority for the expenditure of money, 
may mean simply the charging of the expendi- 
ture to some other account. Before the order 
not to fortify Fort Collier arrived, the engineer 
at the post had expended nearly three hundred 
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pounds in getting ready for the blockhouse. 
He had already graded the hill to suit his 
plans, and he had erected on the top an earth- 
work (a heavy breastwork of stone) fifty feet 
square on the inside, with the necessary plat- 
forms for the liandling of the heavy artillery. 
Being cut off from his projected blockhouse 
wiiich w^as intended to be formidable in size, 
and to serve the double purpose of barracks 
and fort, a small blockhouse, twelve feet 
square at its base, and presumably sixteen 
feet square in its upper story, was built a short 
distance north of the northwest corner of the 
open earth-work, which might serve as a guard 
house for the detail in charge of the artillery, 
and from which they might fire upon maraud- 
ers with musketry without exposing them- 
selves to danger. 

The earth-work, and the ruins of the little 
blockhouse may yet be seen as silent witnesses 
of the ardor of the officers w ho built them, as 
well as of their constant fear of the hordes of 
indians which visited them every year clamor- 
ing for gifts, and seeming to be ready to take 
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for tbemselves whatever was denied to their 
request. 

» 
* * 

But l)evond every other consideration. Col. 
McDonall ref?ard<»d tlie command of the Detour 
passaj^e by tlie Kinj^'s artillery as of the very 
highest importance. He was not at all at jK^ace 
with the United States, and evidently expectc^d 
that the treatv which had b(^n mad:* bv the 
Kinj? would be of shoii: life. He s<HMned to 
think that the navy of the Unit(Hi States would 
sail up the lakes and attempt the captun* of 
the points north of Drummond, in violation of 
the treaty and the comity of nations. Th<» re- 
ports to headquarters show that the rupged 
contour of the point which had been chosen by 
McDonall and his brother officers, had been 
selected for tlie reason that the*re, more advan- 
tageously than elsewhere, th(^ King's c^inncm 
might be so placed as to compel obedience to 
the demands of th(» King's officers. He seems 
to have been oblivious to the fact that the pas- 
sage around the eastern end of the island was 
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equally p^ood and oasy to make, and that he 
niijurht thunder forth hiH wrath at his pleasure 
from the heijjfhts of the i)oint he had set him- 
self down upon, while the wily Yankee could 
laujjh him to seorn as his j^ood boat danced 
ov<*r the waters of the <^a stern ])assap:e. 

A little more tlian half a mile to the north- 
west of the garriscm tow-n, rises a hill, steep, 
and of <ontour to win the heart of him who 
would plant a cannon to be usihI at lon^ range. 
Its sid(* abuts on the western shore of the 
island, and its summit stands one hundred and 
seventv-five feet above the water. From the 
clearing made by th<* nritish, for the fort 
which they hoped there to <»n»ct, one of the 
finest view s in all the lake country may be had. 
Sitting at the door of a cottage there placed by 
a hom(*steader in search of tlu* n>mantic, on 
any evening during the s(*ason of navigation, 
on(» may see five mariners b(*acons existing 
their kindly light over the waters to guide him 
on his way, — the Si)ectacle R(h4, Detour Point, 
Frying Pan island, and Pipe island lighthouses, 
and (me of the river range lights; one flash 
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light (red and white), two white lights and two 
red lights. 

It was from this very spot that Col. McDon- 
all hoped to sound the lion's growl at will, and 
from there send forth the note of defiance from 
the deep throated sunset gun. His hopes were 
not realized; the fort was never built. Under 
the regime of his successors, the clearing he 
had made for the erection of a loftv fortress 
was turned to the uses of agriculture, and the 
ten-acre field, enclosed by a rail fence which 
still remains as a relic of the departed Britons, 
yielded potatoes for the sustenance of the 
King's soldiers. 



» 
* » 



But a fort situated at such an altitude that 
the guns of a ship could not hope to reach it so 
as to cause any disturbance to those behind its 
ramparts, was not enough to satisfy the de- 
mands of the time and place; a water battery 
seemed necessarv to ensure to the British com- 
plete control of the strait. On the southern 
arm of the Portage bay, was found a spot 

8 
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suited to this purpose. Protected by broad 
shoals of rock in front, against evcm the at- 
tacks from small boat^;, it seemed a i)lace 
when* a battery of thirty-two i)()unders might 
command resi)ect. Whether any of the work 
necessary for the handlin^i: of th(» guns at that 
point was ever done is now uncertain; but the 
road over which the heavy jj:uns could b? 
hauled to the sjjot was so thoroughly made as 
that today it might be used for a similar pur- 
pose. 

* » 

In the autunm of that vear — 1S15 — the out- 
look for th(» future of his n(»w town had as- 
sumed, in correspondence with the ruddy glow 
of the forest foliage, such roseate hues, that 
McDonall turned his thought to the purchase 
for and on behalf of his royal master, of the 
entire island fnmi the Indian claimants. He 
stated in a letter to the militjirv secretary of 
the department that *Mh(* pr'ntripal right and 
title to this island is vested in a ('hippewa 
chief who usually resides at Sagana bay, be- 
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tween tliis jind Detroit, and some of his rela- 
tions/- Indian Ap:ent John A skin reported 
that the owner was *^Nebawgnaine, Chippewa 
chief, who was wounded in the arm at Proc- 
tor's defeat." I'nder McDonalFs direction, the 
indian apent called those who had claim to 
the island together, and the two enthusiastic 
officers were able to formulate with the indian 
chiefs a conditional agre<*nient that in case th*.* 
determination of the boundary line was favor- 
able to continued British occupation, the 
island should be regularly purchased and paid 
for. To bind the bargain which was simply 
one of good faith for future contingent fulfill- 
ment, the Indians were given **the freedom of 
the city, and a keg of rum-' with which to as- 
suage their grief over the prospective loss of 
their property. A keg of rum, as jnit up for a 
present to indians, contained thrive gallons. 
Each succi^eding year, when Nebawgnaine vis- 
ited the post, as indeetl he did not fail to do, he 
was treated with the most marked attention, 
lavish i)resents and the unfailing keg of rum to 
lighten the toils of his homeward journey. It 
appears that the bargain was held to be In 
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force as long as tlie British were able to remain 
on the much coveted island. 



* 
* » 

The commandant was delighted to report the 
arrival on the 4th of October of a company of 
sappers and miners, for which he had intently 
asked, and his hopes for the future of the post 
were correspondingly raised. He also reporte<l 
that owing to the purcrhase of houses from St. 
Joseph island, by the officers of his command, 
the former settlement there could then be 
scarcelv traced. This statement must have 
been made under the inspiration of his deter- 
mined enthusiasm over the bright prospect for 
the new town, since in fact a number of those 
hcnises were not removed until the following 
spring, and quite a number of the buildings 
were never removed at all, but continued in 
use as late, fit least, as the summer of 1829. He 
also boasted that as a result of the removal of 
houses ready for i>utting tog(»ther the new 
town "is rapidly rising into notice. FourttH.»n 
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lots facinj^ the harbor have already been 
granted to as many respectable individuals, be- 
side nearly as many on another street/' A con- 
dition which he appended to each grant of a 
lot, provided that ^*the houses are to be built 
the ensuing year, uniform (in front only), not 
less than forty foot front and twelve high, well 
finished and in a manner that will admit of 
their being whitewashed or painted." He had 
hopes that by this means "the town will have 
a fine effect from the beautiful jiicturesque 
harbor, between which and the proposed fort 
there is already a noble parade on which a 
strong brigade might maneuvre upon the 
smooth, solid rock.-' So sanguine were his 
anticipations for the future of the place that 
he asked for himself the grant of the lot about 
his house on the same conditions as the others. 



* 
* * 

The spring of 181() found the garrison the 
victims of a severe type of sea scurvy, whicji 
resulted in the loss of a large number of men. 
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The two companies of the 37th regiment, which 
had formerly served in India, had come thither 
from Amherstburg the autumn before, worn 
out with the fever and ague engendered in the 
low country along the lower Detroit river, and 
their debilitated condition made them easv vie- 
tims of th(* exclusive salt diet to which thev 
were confined. There seems to have been an 
entire lack of ready resource on the part of all 
concerned, for they were able during the win- 
ter, to secure but few fish in a locality wiiero 
they are known to plentifully abound, and 
there is no (evidence of any attempt to secure 
wild game, although there was a large number 
of Indians an<l ('anadians (presumably half- 
breeds) at the j)ost the entire winter, who 
ought to have b<M^n exercising their skill in pro- 
viding a supply of the luscious wild meats for 
which that region has so long be(*n famous. 
Early in June the strength of the garrison was 
decreased by sending away the company of the 
81st, and one company of the 37th regiments, 
leaving only a decimated company of the 37th, 
and a part of an artillery company. The only 
labor reported as having been done that season 
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was the gathering togeth(»r the lieavy timber 
which had been gotten out the previous season 
for a blockhouse, and piling it up to ensure its 
preservation from decay. 

* 
* * 

During the first year on the island, McDonall 
had purchased a good frame house from the 
Northwest company, on St. Joseph island, had 
taken it down, transferred it to his new town 
and re-erected it for his own use and at his own 
expense. Finding that his dreams for the future 
were not soon to be realized, he negotiated a 
sale of his house to the government, and asked 
to be relieved from the command at that point. 
On June 2Gth, Lt. Col. Maule arrived at the 
I)ost, and to him McDonall resigned his com- 
mand, and left for Kingston and Quebec. A 
little later he returned to England, a broken 
hearted man. During his stay at Mackinaw he 
had studiously taught the Indians that Eng- 
land was a miglity nation, wholly invincible in 
war, and that the United States were not 
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wortliy the notice of liipfli niind;^d i>eople. 
Wlien forced to retire to Druniniond island he 
had told them that then* would be a greater 
fort and heavier p^uns there than at Mackinaw, 
and the action of his fjovernnient in yieldinj^ 
up those important jilaces, or (»ven in delayin;^ 
to assert their superiority and determination 
to remain in that rej]:ion, seenuMl to him to be a 
direct blow at his character jis a gentleman of 
h(mor. He carried the* stinji: <>f this feeling to 
his grave. 

* 

T\w year 1817 witness(»d no change in the 
affairs of the island. Tlu* (Migineer department 
sent forward fresh plans for fortification which 
were promjitly rejected on the ground that th<* 
title to the island was not yet secure. During: 
tlu^ vear 1818, Lt. Col. Maule was relieved by 
Thomas Howard, Major 70th Regiment, and hc- 
by James Winnett, Major (JSth Light Infantry. 
The work of the year ccmsisted of a thorougli 
r(»pair of the buildings. The year 1811) passed 
with nothing to disturb the monotony of the 
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record. On the 25tji_ o f Jmu% 1820 . a f oldest fire 
swept over the inhiud, and a strong fjale drove 
the flames toward the town. Ih* the (efforts of 
the garrison, assisted by about four hundred 
indians wiio weiv visiting the post at the time, 
no damage was incurred except the destruction 
of the square timber which had been prepared 
for the block!: ouse. 



The commissary department had been stirred 
to acti<m bv the loss of life from scurvv during 
tlie sj)ring of 18H), and each summer thereafter 
a number of beef cattle w ere shipi>ed from Am- 
herstburg to this post. There was excellent 
pasturage on St. Joseph island, but none on 
Drummond, and the cattle were sent to St. 
Joseph and cared for by the stjuad which kept 
guard over the magazine. During the winter 
these cattle were driven across the ice to the 
post to be slaughtered as needed. On January 
22, 1821, while this was being done, a number 
of the cattle broke through the ice, and one 
was lost. 

9 
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Major Wiiinett and his commaiid were re- 
lieved .June 10, liS22, by a detachment of the 
76th Uejrinient, Major (lotf coniniandinj?. It 
was durinjc this y(»ar that tlie determination of 
the commissioners under tlie treaty, that 
I^rummond ishmd did not belonij: to tlie Kin«i; 
became known ait the post, and was the cause 
of no litth^ correspondence and (piery as to 
what to do next. There was, however, no 
haste on tht* part of the British authorities to 
withdraw from I'nittNl Stat<»s territory. Tlie 
transf(»r of the jMJSt to some other point was 
discuss(»d, but no satisfactory location was 
tix(»d up(m. They s(»(*m to have repjrded the 
removal as a matter to be att(»nded to at their 
convenience. 

» 
» » 

As a measure preparatory to the evacuation, 
however, in June, 1S2:5, a bcwird of of!ic(»rs nmde 
an inventory of the j^overnment property on 
th<» island and ai)prais<*d the value of the eight- 
(M»n buildin<;s used for the purposes of the p^av- 
rison. Thev found the total value of the struc- 
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tnres on Druinmond island to be twelve hun- 
dred and Heventy-three pounds, Halifax cur- 
rency, and of those on St. Joseph island, ninety 
pounds. 

* 
» » 

Major (Jotf, with his command, was relieved 
in June, 1824, by Lieut. James J. Gaston, with 
a part of a company of the 70th Regiment, who 
remained until June, 1827, when they were re- 
lieved bv Lieut. Thomas Carson, with half of 
a company of the (iSHi Regiment. 



* 
* * 



From the time when it became known that 
there must be an entire relinquishment of 
Drummond island, the garrison devoted them- 
selves to the (me i)urpose of making themselves 
comfortable, and their routine of duty as litth;? 
irksome as possible. While the military au- 
thorities discussed where the new post should 
be located, the real work and expense of the 
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post waH for the beuelit of the indians who 
were all too read.v to visit any place w-here 
they would be fed witliout labor on their part, 
and where their j^rief for the reverses whicJi 
had befallen their British friends could be as- 
suaged by copious draughts of the King's rum. 

• 
• • 

During all their stay at the island, the Brit- 
ish were untiaggiug in their zeal to retain their 
influence with and ccnitrol over the Indians 
who resided in T'nited States territory. In the 
treaty they had agreed to relinquish all claim 
and effort in that direction, but the fur trade 
and tlie immense profits resulting therefrom to 
those who were in government employ, over- 
came what little of honor they possessed, and 
specious arguments framed for the occasion 
wx*ii* a sufticient excuse for enticing those 
wiiom they had agreed to relincjuish, to still 
visit and trade with them. The ])ost at Drum- 
mond island was regularly supplied each year 
with a vast amount of **indian goods," whicli 
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ineliidtHl everything in the way of wearing ap- 
parel, guns, ammunition, cooking utensils and 
the inevitable rum, all of which was distrib- 
uted to their dusky visitors, or at least charged 
up on the accounts of the indian department 
as so distributed. 

The average number of indians who were 
regular annual visitants at Drummond from 
the territory now ini^Iuded in northern Michi- 
gan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, as shown by 
the returns made of these visitors who came 
with their wives and children, was fullv four 
thousand five hundred. At each recurring visit 
they were fed and supplied at the King's ex- 
pense. But between the military officers and 
the traders, the indians were sorely cheated. 
On their arrival thev must needs have a taste 
of rum for friendship's sake. This was abso- 
lutelv necessarv in order to facilitate trade. 
When the trading was over, they had very 
little to show for it. The furs they had brouglit 
with them had disappeari*d, and in return they 
had a supply of useless but gaudy baubles. The 
King's officers gave them presents; the tmders 
purchased the presents with rum. Stripped of 
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their season's labor, witli no supplies with 
which to carry on their next season's hunt, the 
traders made them up an outfit which they 
were to pay for with the peltries they should 
bring on their visit the succ(.*eding year. In 
this way the traders, bv the aid of the com- 
mandants, kept a perpetual mortgage on the 
entire catch of nearly eyerv one of their indiau 
dependants, and reduced them to practical 
slavery. The King's officers and trc^asure were 
actively engaged in this league of robbery, and 
there can be no doubt that the officers profited 
more largely than the traders, since the trad- 
ers were tlu»re on sufferanc(\ and if the tnbute 
was not satisfactory, some excuse would read- 
ily be found for sending the offender to Quebec 
to answer for his misdeeds, eitlu^r real or 
trumped up. With this fear constant before 
their eyes, it is not strange that the traders 
were ready to be the obedic^nt servants of their 
military protectors. 



« 
« * 



of Dnimmond Island. 71 

Lt. Col. MeDonall had persisted from the 
outset in disregarding the treaty provisions 
rehitive to tlie indians, which as a military 
offloer it was his diitv to carrv out. He seems 
also to have been intent on picking a quarrel 
with the Ignited States, as represented :it 
Mackinaw. When, in the spring of 181(>, his 
men were dying for want of proper food and 
medical supplies, he recjuested the loan of such 
articles, from the commandant at Mackinaw, 
as were sorelv lu^'diMl, not onlv were the arti- 
des sent without parley, but the United States 
surgeon was also sent, in order to render any 
possible relief. Notwithstanding the gentle- 
manly treatment he had received, he wrote fre- 
quent letters complaining of the doings of the 
officers at Mackinaw relative to certain per 
sons resident there who retained their alle- 
giance to the King, and also in regai-d to in- 
dian affairs, some of which, at least, were 
couched in terms none too polite. 
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One of the ainnsinfi^ features of the relations 
with the indiauH at tliat time, was the readi- 
ness witli whicli, in their search for rum, the 
noble red men carried tales to both parties. 
After a visit to Mackinaw, where thev were 
treated as government wards, resident in 
Ignited States territorv, and where thev had 
told of the wronp: doing of those at Drummond, 
and the taunting, ugly speeches they had heard 
there, and had tasted of "a keg of milk, that 
they might know how to sing,'- a visit to Drum- 
niond was stealthily made, and with the 
strong(*st protestations of regard for the King, 
they prevailcHl upon the officers to "moisten 
their lips that they might tell the trutlf' in re- 
gard to what they liad but recently seen and 
heard at Mackinaw. Bv this means some of 
the slirewder of the old men among th(» indians 
were able to subsist in comparative ease, and 
enjoy freciuent debauches, as well. But the re- 
sult of this method of madness on th(* part of 
the tale bearers, was to kee]» the officers of 
botli posts in a constant state of irritation and 
petty alarm. In reply to a l(*tt(»r written by 
McDonall to l.ieut. Col. Cliambers, ((mimand- 
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ing at Mackinaw, and wliich was referred to 
William Henry Putoff, local aj^ent of indiau 
affairs, Mr. Putoff wrote as follows: 

*'It has been repeatedly observed to me by 
the Indians that vou in council with them on 
Drummond island, in the name of your j^overn- 
ment have forbidden them to trade with the 
Americans, have ordered them to bring their 
corn to their British Father, or, if prevented by 
stress of weather, to leave it with British trad- 
ers only, on the island of Mackinaw, or bury it 
until spring; that you have sent your order to 
an Indian trading at L^\rbre Croche for 
Michael Douseman, forbidding him to trade 
for or deliver his corn to an American; that 
vou have a few davs since held a council at 
which barrels of rum wen* opened to them, 
minute guns were fired and they were informed 
that the tomahawk would again be raised early 
in the spring; that red wampum and tobacco 
mixt^d with vermillion was distributed; and 
they were advised to be on the alert as it was 
the intention of the Americans to invite them 
to this island with a view to massacre them; 
that you would again appear in the night with 

10 
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your big fjiin upon tlie island of Mackinaw and 
tliat tlie Amc^ricans would not daiv to oppone 
yon. Tliese and many otlier reports of a like 
chara<'t(*r have been r(»peat(Mlly made to me.-' 

The methods institnte<l bv McDonall were 
faithfully followed by his sneressors, as lonj( 
as the sui)]»lies of presents and food for so 
doinj; were s(»nt forward; and even when the 
quantity of supplies was curtaikHl, then* was 
no diminution of eflPort to secure tin* rej^ular 
visits of the indians. 
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IV. 

The necessity for removal from Drummoiid 
island beinp: conceded, and the Prince Regent 
having expressed a wish that a post should be 
located at some point near the boundary be- 
tween the two countries having equal advan- 
tages for communication with the Indians and 
watching the operations of the United States 
in those regions, a commissioner was sent to 
examine all the practicable locations and re- 
port thereon. His report set forth that the site 
(►f the Northwest company's buildings at Saulc 
Ste Marie would cost eighteen hundred pounds 
to purchase, but that in order to reach their lo- 
cation, vessels must pass directly under the 
guns of the Amencan fort, which was distant 
only a mile and a quarter. Hence that site was 
totally unfit for a military post. Port lock's 
Harbor, thirty miles north northwest of Drum- 
mond, he regarded as out of the question cm 
account of the difficulties of navigation. Al- 
though possessed of a goixl harbor, it would be 
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cut oif 1)3' tlie kv in wint(u\ and the passapje up 
the rapids was sh>\v and uncertain at any time. 
The location on St. Joseph island, wliere the 
post had been prior to 1S12, pleased him best, 
but th(» expense incident to tlu» entire rebuild- 
in*? of a fortificaticm at that place made it seri- 
ously obj(»ctionable. In vi(*w of all the con- 
tinjj:encies, the chief anxiety bi»ing for a point 
readily accessible to the indians, Penetangui- 
shene, near the south(»ast corner of th(» Georg- 
ian bay, se<Mned to prc^sent the fewest disad- 
vantages. 

This report, dated S(*pt(»mber t), l^<l!5, had to 
run the gauntlet of oiticialism to such an ex- 
tent that fully three years more had passed 
before th(* order for its adopti(m was promul- 
gated. And so the s(»asons came and went, 
until at last, the patience of the United States 
government bi»ing well nigh exhausted, with- 
out having provided any place for the recep- 
tion of the garrison or the safety of the stores, 
and with no more of preparation than though 
they were escaping from an advancing and 
overpow(»ring foe, th(\v hustled themselves 
awav. 




I 

f ; 
i ■ 



I 
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The order for tlie abandoiiinent of the post 
and the transfer of the small garrison to Pene- 
tanguishene on Afatchedash bay, having been 
given, as well Jis the arrangement for turning 
over everything except the garrison movables, 
to an officer of the Unittnl States, a brig, the 
Duke of Wellington, of one liundred and thirty 
tons burthen, had been sent from Fort Erie to 
eflPect the transfer. It was now later in the 
season than it was usual to attempt navigation 
on Lake Huron, but the evacuation could not 
be longer delayed. The post was to be left be- 
liind very much as it had been first occupied, 
without adequate means for the removal, and 
with a haste amounting to precipitancy. 

• 
• • 

For thirteen years this island had b€*en tlie 
abode of a large number of people. Entering 
upon it in a wilderness state, the}' had made 
for themselves real homes, and accumulated 
about them quantities of those things which 
are necessiirv to home life, and without which 
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frontUM* life would be unbearable. The faniilv 

• 

row, the horse, the pij^K, the sheep, poultry, 
and the produce of their well cared for pir- 
dens, were now to be abandoned. The depart- 
ure of tlu* few soldiers whose presence had 
b€H*n th(»ir needed and only protection, made it 
necessary for them to remove* with, or soon 
after the garrison should be ^oiuk 

The officers and their families, accustomed 

as thev w(*re to but short residencies at anv 

* • 

place, had been oblip:(»d to provide for them- 
selv(*s there, as thev would not have done at 
locaticms wh(»re it was possible to purchase the 
ordinary comforts of life, and so they had had 
their j::ardens and their dmnestic animals. The 
soldiers, as W(*I1, had *»npip:(*d in agriculture, 
and so well had they succeedinl that they left 
behind tlu»m at dejmrture, over two thousand 
bushels of potatoes which they had secured for 
their winters supply. None of those thinj^s 
was it possible to remove with them. 



* 
• * 
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The "Duke of Wellington-^ was not able to 
take in her possible cargo even the government 
property, and the garrison with their families, 
and a small United States schooner — the Cin- 
cinnati — was chartered to assist in carrying 
away what was absolutely necessary. But 
even this was not sufficient, and Lieut. Carson 
was obliged to send a large quantity of stores 
to St. Joseph island for winter storage. The 
government movables were gotten away, but 
the household furniture of the officers, which 
was their private property, including bed- 
steads, chairs, sofas, dressers, cupboards and 
the food supplies which they had laid in for the 
winter, was all left behind for lack of trans- 
port. Nor could these articles be sold, since 
those who remained on the island expected to 
depart as soon as they could do so, and they 
well knew that since these things must be left, 
they would fall into their hands without pur- 
chase. 



11 
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It was on November 14, 1828, that T. 
Pierce 8imonton, Lieutenant U. S. A., sent 
thither from Fort Brady to receive the surren- 
der, gave his receipt for the twenty buildings 
wliicli had been occupied strictly for govern- 
ment purposes, and on the IGth the two vessels 
set sail in a blustering snowstonu for their 
destination in undisputed British territory. 
The number of persons who that day embarked 
from the shores of Drummond island, as shown 
by the return of D. A. O. General, James Wick- 
ens, was seven officers, forty mc»n, fifteen wom- 
en, twenty-six children and three servants; a 
total of ninety-one people. They arrived at 
Penetanguishene on the 21st of the month, luiv- 
ing endured the storm and the chop seas of the 
(leorgian bay for five long weary days. From 
that date Drummond island passes out of the 
realm of British history, in all except the 
claims for losses to the officers and men sus- 
tained bv reason of the sudden evacuation. 
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Y. 



There is fi strange tradition in the neighbor- 
hood, that when the British sailed away on 
thjit November day, they set fire to the beauti- 
ful little town, thinking thus to cheat the 
Americans out of their booty. It is, however, 
fairly conclusive against this, that the town 
and military structures were not immediately 
destroved, that Lieut. Simonton's instructions 
relative to the evacuation, included the selec- 
tion and employment of a careful man to take 
charge of the public property for the time be- 
ing. 

« 
« « 

At what time the island was flnallv deserted 
is not entirely clear, but that the town was not 
destroyed by the retreating occupants seems 
certain. The family of James Farling, the post 
blacksmith, remained in their home at least for 
the winter, and all the circumstances seem to 
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indicate that they were not lacking for com- 
pany. The civilians who, (luring all the years 
of the occupation had, from various reasons of 
trade and employment, in very considerable 
numbers made it their home, were not able, 
even if they desired, to obtain transport with 
the troops, and from the nature of the case 
w^ere left to care for themselves. The lateness 
of the season compelled them, no doubt, to re- 
main until the following spring. 

* 
« « 

Neither does the tradition that the town was 
wiped out by lire seem to be borne out by the 
present appearance of the site. There are evi- 
dences of forest fires, and probably successive 
ones, which the rank growths of grass would 
greatly facilitate; but it is worthy of notice 
that even forest fires have not disturbed the 
little cemetery with its cedar paling fence and 
head-boards of wood. James J. Strang, the 
Mormon king of the Beaver islands, said in his 
pamphlet, "Ancient and modern Michilimack- 
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iliac," that Mackinaw was "enlarged and beau- 
tified by stealing from the United States the 
town on Drummond island, surrendered by 
Great Britian." The truth of the statement is 
certainly within the range of probability. It 
is not unreasonable to suppose that the dwell- 
ers on Mackinaw island, finding abandoned 
structures on Drummond which contained ma- 
terial suited to their needs, should carry it 
thence and utilize it as best they might for 
their own comfort. 



« 
« « 



The real destruction of the town may safely 
be set down as not the result of human intent, 
or yet of accident; but as due primarily to the 
ever-acting forces of nature which hasten to 
obliterate the scars inflicted on her bosom by 
imperious man. Deserted as human habita- 
tions, lacking the repairs necessary for their 
preservation, the houses, which were either log 
structures or bark lodges, soon began crum- 
bling to decay, and when at some time the thick 
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mat of grass was kindled by a spark from some 
hunter's fire, tlie rnin was made more com- 
plete. 
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VI. 

It is a euiioiis as well as a disajjreeable fact 
that while the British records of the occupa- 
tion and relinquishment of Drummond island 
are full and presunuibly complete, it has 
proven impossible to secure from the United 
States departments at Washington anything 
bearing upon the evacuation and disposition of 
the property left in the hands of the War De- 
partment by the retiring British. Repeated 
requests of the War Department for copies of 
documents which from the very nature of the 
case must be in their possession, have been 
treated as gingerly as though it were a subject 
they did not dare to uncover. 

They have, however, been able to find one 
letter, which raises so many questions which 
other documents ought to answer, that it 
seems almost strange that they have even 
divulged this. It is as follows: 
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Fort Hrmhi. Li Nov., 1828, 
Siu: I have the honor to inform you that I 
have received a hotter from the officer comdg. 
tlie British troops at Drummond Island inform- 
inji: WW that he had received orders from the 
Commander of the Forces to turn over the pub- 
lic buildings to our (lovernment and requesting 
me to send an officer to receive them. I have 
this dav sent Br(»veted Lt. Simonton to receive 
them, with directions to employ a resi>ectable 
citizen to take charge of th(Mn for the present, 
the British troops are to leave there by the 
15th or 18th. 

With gn^at respect, 
(Sgd) D. Wilcox, 

Capt, oth Regt, 

Comdg. 
Col. K. .luNKs, 
Acljt. <intl., 

Washington <'itg. 

It mav be notc^l that this hotter is dated on 

« 

tli(» 14th, and that the receipt given by Lieut. 
SiuKuiton to the British commandant was 
dated on the IHth. Capt. Wilcox says that he 
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had directed Lieut. Simonton to place a respect- 
able citizen in charjje of the property to be 
turned over, "for the present," meaning, un- 
doubtedly, until he could receive further 
orders from his superiors. It is not to be sup- 
posed for a moment that Lieut. Simonton did 
not make formal report of his doings at Drum- 
mond, on his return to Fort Brady, nor is it 
supposable that Capt. Wilcox did not at once 
report to Adjt. General Jones, what Simonton 
had done. Neither is it in the range of prob- 
abilities that Lieut. Simonton did not avail 
himself of the power conferred on him by his 
superior, to "employ a respectable citizen to 
take charge of" the property for which he had 
given his receipt, as the representative of his 
government. 

In view of all the circumstances, it is not a 
little strange that the Asst. Secretary of War 
should declare that after diligent search in his 
office no trace can be found of any report hav- 
ing been made of the transactions attending 
the evacuation of Drummond. 

12 
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YII. 

The rules laid down in the treaty of Ghent 
for the determination of the boundary between 
the Unite<l States and the British possessions, 
were not so easily followed as may haye been 
thought possible by their framers. All plaees 
held by either country prior to the declaration 
of war, were to be restored, and the boundary 
was to be run through the center of the great 
lakes, and in the center of the main channel of 
the waters connecting the lakes. Starting at 
the southern extremity of Lake Huron and run- 
ning north, the most natural center line led to 
the False Detour, at the east end of Drum- 
mond island. The custom of nayigation has, 
since the building of the first locks at the Sault 
Ste. Marie, made the western or Detour chan- 
nel the main channel; but it is not cei-tain but 
that if the sailing course had b(?en to the east 
into the Georgian bay, instead of south through 
Lake Huron, the eastern channel might haye 
justly been regarded as the main channel. 
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From the moment that the commissioners 
<me British .and two Amerie«in — entered the 
Detroit river, the British representative 
showed a disposition to insist that the main 
channels were invariablv on the west side of 
the various islands in their course, and it be- 
came necessary, in nearly every case, to make 
an examination bv means of small boats, 
soundings and measurements of currents, in 
order to convince him that such was not the 
case. 



« 
« « 



Mr. Bartlett, the British commissioner, was 
accustomed to the heavy dinners and hard 
drinking connected therewith, of his native en- 
vironment, and pursued the same custom on 
board the vessel which had been provided by 
the United States for the work of the commis- 
sion. In fact, it is among the unpublished rec- 
ords of the boundary survey, that he indulged 
in the flowing bowl to such an extent as not 
only to hinder the work, but also to cause him 
at times to be the reverse of amiable in his. 
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manners. While passing up Lake Huron, with 
the charts of the hikes and their connecting 
waters before them, it was agreed that the 
course bv wav of the False Detour should be 
the one taken. In the meantime, Mr. Bartlett 
had had dinner and an extra supply of grog, 
and when they had passed the eastern end of 
Drummond island he began, in no very polite 
manner, to charge that he had been cheated 
while dining, and that the course should have 
been by the Detour passage. But as he had 
himself given the instructions to the sailing 
master, he soon found that the charge of bad 
faith against his fellow commissioners would 
not answer, and quickly changed his tactics. 
He bethought him that it was necessary for 
him to consult his instructions, and asked that 
the vessel **lie to" until morning. This being 
assented to, the night was spent off the north 
east coast of Drummond island. In the morn- 
ing Mr. Bartlett had not fully recovered his self 
control, and the suggestion being made that 
the line through the St. Mary's river be passed 
for the time, and finally determined on their 
return from Lake Superior, that method was 
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adopted. During the intervening penod, Mr. 
Bartlett discovered that the British had for a 
long time had possession of and a semblance 
of a military post on St. Joseph island, and in- 
sisted that that island must, under the treaty, 
be vet retained bv them. But before the return 
passage of the St. Mary's river, the sailing 
master had become somewhat familiar with 
Mr. Bartlett's moods, as affected by after din- 
ner potations, and so timed his passage that 
the difficult places should appear for final de- 
termination when he would be in his most pli- 
able moods. Advantage being taken of those 
moods, it was shown that the true line under 
the treaty was by the east channel ; but that in 
view of the long possession of St. Joseph, if 
that island should be accorded to the King, it 
would even up matters to such an extent as 
that there could be no fault found on either 
side. The moment for the final discussion and 
determination had been judiciously chosen. 
Mr. Bartlett acquiesced, signified to the 
draughtsmen that the line so suggested was 
agreed to, and — quietly w*t*nt to sleep in his 
chair. 
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Dniminond island, on which was at that 
time a military post suppliiMi with ample artil- 
lery and a vast amount of provisions and 
stores, was thus lost, and irretrievably, to His 
Most Christian Majesty. The same element of 
persuasion which had been used to influence 
the Indian claimants to part with it, was able 
to cause its final loss. It is a fact worthv of 
note, however, that prior to the occupation in 
1815, neither the British or Americans had re- 
garded this island as of any strategic impor- 
tance, and there had been no claim thereto, 
backed by possessory right. It had been en- 
tirely unoccupied by tin* citizens of either 
nation. 
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VIII. 

He whose powers and prerogatives were de- 
clared to be **By tlie Grace of God, King of 
Great lUatain and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith/' etc., the head of the English church, 
did not accord to his military servants ban- 
ished to a lonely spot in the northwestern wil- 
derness of the American continent, even the 
religious care and attention which was ac- 
corded to the convicts in his prisons. For the 
thirteen years of their stay on Drummond 
island the King's troops were unprovided with 
a chaplain. The residents there were bom, mar- 
ried, lived, died, and were buried "without 
benefit of clergy.'' And this, too, for a consid- 
erable population, the dutiful servants of "His 
Most Christian Majesty." 



* 
« « 
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It wa« not until 1828, the last season of their 
slay on the island, that a chaplain was sent to 
visit them — the Rev. E. Boswell, of Sandwich, 
the regular chaplain of that point. The Bishop 
of Quebec directed him to make a visit to that 
far-away post, and recjuested the Earl of Dal- 
housie to direct that his expenses be allowed 
from the public chest. Mr. Boswell's order was 
stated to be **in consequence of tlu» destitute 
situation of the inhabitants of Drummond 
island — military and civil — with regard to 
their utter deprivation of the services of any 
clergyman." But, indeed, it had taken His 
Holiness a very long time to tind out that 
**utter deprivation," and to take action for 
some relief therefrom. 






While the State church was thus unmindful 
of its own jieople and careh»ss as to tlie '*cure 
of souls," it niH^d not b(* doubt ;*d that the ever- 
toiling, earnest and unw(*arying Catholic 
clergy from the Sault or Mackinaw, or both, 
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made not infrequent visits, rfnd \vei*e on the 
alert for the good of their French and half- 
breed faithful, as well as the indians generally. 

* 
* * 

Is it unr€*asonable to surmise that this tnp 
of Mr. Bosweirs was tlu* beginning of the sum- 
mer tourist travel of clergymen worn by their 
home duties and cares, who, given leave of ab- 
sence and a comfortable purse by their loving 
flocks, seek rest and recuperation among the 
delightful scenes and (piiet places which so 
abound on the shores of the upper lakes? 

13 
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IX. 



One of the lejfeiids of the time of the oceupa- 
tioii which has linjjered in the neighborhood is 
that of "The hidden })ot of gold." The story is 
somewhat crude and uncertain in its form. It 
is rehited that a trader who lived in a house 
located near the north end of the little island 
o})posite the government wharf, became insane. 
He had not, however, shown any dangerous 
tendencies, and was simply being watched to 
see that he came to no harm. One day when he 
chanced to be left alone, he slipped out of the 
house carrying his wealth of gold in an iron 
kettle, and disapi>eared in the bushes toward 
the south end of the island. He was not long 
absent, but when he returned he had not the 
pot of money with him, nor could he be induced 
thereafter to reveal the place of its conceal- 
ment. 
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Like all tales of hidden pots of money — and 
they are of frequent occurrence — this story has 
caused no end of laborious search and digging 
over the ground at the south end of the little 
island. Even to this day, the visitor at Drum- 
mond is prone to cast a longing look at the 
island of about oneandaquarter acres area, and 
wonder if perchance it may not be his fortune 
to come by accident upon the long buried treas- 
ui'e. It seems to be one of the peculiarities of 
secreted gold, that its receptacle is so uni- 
formly an iron cooking pot. 

That this particular treasure was not long 
ago recovered and converted to use, is not 
known; only surmised. If a store of gold was 
certainly known to have been buried in that 
small island, there were people enough at the 
post in those days to have carried away the 
whole island in a week in feverish search for it. 



But then* mav have been a foundation for 
the legend. Insane peojile have more correct 



100 British Occupation 

ideas and good judgment than they are com- 
monly credited with. In the autumn of 1815, 
Assistant Dei)uty Commissary General Monlv, 
who liad btH^n with the British forces at Macki- 
naw and had come to Drummond at the trans- 
fer thither, '*from extreme anxiety to provide 
for the })ressing wants of the troox>s and in- 
dians in an exhausted country, became de- 
ranged in his mind.'' In other words, the poor 
fellow was broken down from overwork to the 
point of insanity. In addition to his duties as 
general jirovider of ever^ thing nc*edful, he was 
the one in charge of and resj)on8ible for the 
armv cliest. Under the circumstances it will 
not seem strange to those versed in the science 
of alienism, that he should have placed the 
funds, in regard to the safety of which he must 
have sulTered a constant anxiety, in some place 
of concealment which seemed to him in his im- 
})ainMl condition of mind would ensui-e its 
safety from the }»illage which he constantly 
feared was awaiting it. 



« _• 






• » • 
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There is nothing in the records to show that 
he did anything of the kind. But the records 
are ample as to the occux)ancy and ownership 
of the little island, which was originally occu- 
pied by the commissary dex)artment, and there, 
near the extreme north end was a large bake 
house for the use of that service*. The necessi- 
ties connected with the ariival of the troops 
on the island, couix)ellc^ Commissary Monk to 
immediately erect a house for himself, and as 
the sequel shows, it was a better house than 
those of the other officers. The duties of the 
commissary were performed during the next 
three years by a temi)orary clerk; but in the 
summer of 1818, Mr. Monk's disabilities contin- 
uing, A\'illiam Bailey arrived as his successor. 
Ten years later, when the claims of officers for 
losses incident to the abandonment of the 
island, were being adjudicated, Mr. Bailey 
testified that on his arrival at the island he 
could find no way of housing himself, other 
than to purchase the house on this island; and 
that he was obliged to x)ay for the island and 
the house thereon, the sum of two hundred 
pounds sterling. This proi)erty remained in his 
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ownership, until it ceased by reason of the 
evacuation. 

That there was an insane man resident on 
the island is clear, but whether Monk was the 
one to whom belongs the credit for the conceal- 
ment of the gold, is not at all certain. 

• • 

The mystery of "The hidden i)ot of gold" is 
still unsolved. The legend remains; but 
whether it ever had any foundation in fact, 
whether the pot of money was ever hid, whether 
if hid, it was ever found, whether if found it 
was restored to its rightful owner, or whether 
if hid it still remains a possible treasure trove, 
is all uncertain. But of this we mav be sure, 
that as the ywirs I'evolve, the visitors at the 
spot will continue to search for it as for the 
wealth hidden by the famous pirates of the 
eighteenth century. 
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X. 



The intrepid fisberiimn who sails near by or 
ventures to hind on the shore of the Great 
Manitoiilin island after sunset, is appalled and 
his blood is curdled by the sight of two head- 
less soldiers who walk to and fro, clad in the 
red coats and other regimentals of the early 
part of this century. 

And stranger still, when nights are dark and 
cold, and the belated fisherman, lured by a fire- 
light on the shore, thinking that friendly greet- 
ing and warmth await him there, runs his boat 
on the beach and hastens to the blazing logs 
piled high a short distance away, he finds there 
no fisher comrade belated like himself, but in- 
stead the two headless soldiers sitting on a log 
in the glow, and warming themselves by the 
blaze made furious by the night wind. With 
chattering teeth, with hair erect and eyes start- 
ing from their sockets, he runs to his boat and 
puts out into the night regardless of the dan- 
gers of the de<^p, so that he may but be far 
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away from the uncanny guardsmen of that 
lonely shore. And when afterward, being 
jeered by his acquaintances for his superstition 
and cowardice, he goes to the same spot by 
daylight, he finds the selfsame pile of logs 
deeply charred by fire, but not then burning. 
Nor does he see any trace of the two headless 
redcoats. 



* 
* 



It was in midwinter, so the tradition runs, 
that two soldiers of the King deserted from the 
post at Drummond island. They were evi- 
dently homesick. They longed for the scenes 
of old England. They could not longer endure 
the hardships, the rigors, the lonesomeness of 
that little village in the northern wilds. An 
officer with more ample pay, and wife and chil- 
dren with him, had some traces of home life 
and enjoyment, from all of which the private 
soldier was cut off, he being condemned to the 
monotony of fatigue duty and rest, without op- 
portunity for enjoyable recreation. They might 
perchance have made their way to Mackinaw 
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island, and thus been freed from military re- 
straint; but this was not their choice. They 
evidently set out for home. Their hearts longed 
for the lands beyond the rising sun. The shores 
and bays of Lake Huron were frozen over, and 
over the bridge thus made for them across the 
unsalted sea, they would make their way to the 
farther shore of the Georgian bay, and thence 
eastward to the scenes for which thev vearned. 



* • 

But the post commandant was wrathful 
when he learned of their unannounced depart- 
ure, and stormed as only a Briton or a fish- 
woman can storm, with swaggering bluster 
and volubility of oaths. Then he sat him down 
and wrote. In his anger he had sworn to have 
the men or their lives. He had murder in his 
heart. When he arose from his desk, an or- 
derlv took the sheet on which he had written 
and nailed it on the door of the barracks. It 
made an otfer of twenty dollars eacli for the 
]ieads of the two deserters if found dead, and 

14 



106 British Occupation 

the Rume for their bodieR if found alive. There 
were whisperings about the post, but there 
were none who dared to express their thoughts. 
In the indian eamj) there seemed greater 
quietness than usual; but before the day had 
])assed two swift snow-shoe runners were no- 
tic(Hl to leave the post, as if on an urgent er- 
rand. A night passed. A day — a short winter 
day — slipped away, more quickly closed to the 
denizens of Drummond post by the high ridge 
which towered on the west of the town, and 
under shadow of which thev were hid. An- 

ft/ 

other long night settled down, dragged its 
weary length across the northern ice and snow, 
and at length was driven far away as the sun 
in all its winter glory rose from the clear 
depths of the Georgian bay. For since the 
days are shorter in those n^gions their glori- 
fied brightness is such that it makes amends 
for the br(*vity. 

Th(^ post commandant had not yet taken his 
morning colTee when in walked two Indian ath- 
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letes covered with frost, their breaths coming 
quickly, and their eyes eager and ferocious. 
Advancing to the center of the room, each un- 
fastened from his girdle a human head that 
had dangled there, and placing it on the table, 
demanded the reward for the two deserters. 

The commissary was quickly summoned, and 
soon the bearers of the heads were washing 
away all thought of the blood they had treach- 
erously spilled for money, in copious libations 
of the King's rum; rum, the main reliance of 
the British in those days for the accomplish- 
ment of their most nefarious ends; rum, with 
which they made slaves and brutes of the In- 
dians; rum, under whose influence they plotted 
massacres and murders, and by the aid of 
which these were accomplished. 

• 
• • 

The indian runners, as the tale is told, fol- 
lowing hard after the deserters who, all unac- 
customed to travel over the ice and snow, had 
made their way with difficulty, came up with 
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them on the Oreat Manitoulin ishind. But thev 
did not warn Ihem of th(4r danger. Like beasts 
of prey, they skulked out of sif?ht until a favor- 
able moment should apx><^ar. Weary and cold, 
tlu* soldiers ^fathered material for a fire. High 
they })iled the logs and loud was the crackling 
of the frozen wood. The llames leaped high. 
Higher y(»t they pil(»d th(* wood, and having 
eaten their scanty supj^er, sat them down be- 
fore the lire with no thought of impending dan- 
ger. Hovering in the darkness two red men 
watched their every motion; even their every 
breath. Lulled by the warmth and dulled by 
their W(*arini»ss, the soldiers dozed. Perchance 
they are dozing yet, for they ncvc*r wakened in 
this world. Stealthilv from behind came the 
swift swish of the tomahawks as they cleft the 
air, falling upon necks conv(»niently bending 
forward. The deed was don(». The hunting 
knives finished the work. The two heads were 
fast(*ned by the scalp locks to their girdles, and 
back they hastened, eag(»r for their money and 
their rum. 

The headless trunks nMuaintnl sitting on the 
log and warming themselves by the fire which 
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made the night lurid with its glare. And ever 
since, iinburi^d, they wander on those shores, 
seekinjij the heads which there they lost while 
sleeping; and when the nights are cold, the fire 
burns brightly, and they sit and warm them 
there. 






So runs the legend. In the records of the 
post no incidents are found from which this 
tragic tale could have been woven. But pub- 
lic records do not alwavs possess the reliabilitv 
suited to the i)urpose of those who would lay 
open the bald facts of history. In this case it 
is not improbable that, if two men deserted 
from the King's service, and were killed by in- 
dians in pursuit, either by stealth or on refusal 
to surrender, the report thereof ascribed their 
demise to natural causes, and without any 
mention of the desertion. There were no tele- 
graphs or daily papers in those days to note 
each transpinng incident, and matters well 
known and freely discussed at that isolated 
post, might be reported to headquarters at 
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Quebec in manner other than had been there 
understood. 

But would vou know the truth of this weird 
narration, sit with fishermen of tlie hortheni 
Lake Huron around a cabin fire, when fierce 
winds are howling their requiem for those who 
venture to encounter their wrath, and are pil- 
in<^ high the angry waters, and they will tell 
you that the headless guardsmen of the Mani- 
toulin sit quietly and doze beside their fire, 
which never fails to burn for them on such a 
night, with a ruddy glow that sends its rays of 
light far over the wind tossed sea. 
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XL 



Another of the reminiscent tales of the de- 
partinpf British is this, that in order to keep 
them from falling into the hands of the Ameri- 
cans, they cast into the bav some of the cannon 
which they could not take with them. In proof 
of this local legend, people passing over the 
waters of the bay, at various times, have re- 
ported that they had distinctly seen at the bot- 
tom of the clear '^'ater, one or two brass field 
pieces, the breeches and trunions being plainly 
visible. Having no means at hand for marking 
the spot, they have been unable afterward to 
discover the cannon. More than one searching 
party has spent considerable time in thor- 
oughly planned and executed search for these 
lost pieces of ordnance, but without success. 

• 
• * 

When the British evacuated the island, they 
took with them no guns heavier than their 
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muskets. But it need not be supposed tlijit 
they left anything: of that kind there. In 1820, 
eight years previous, a survey of the ordnance 
stores at the x>08t, showed a total of thirty- 
four field, garrison and naval guns, as follows: 

24 pounders, iron 8 

IS " ** 2 

4 *' '' 6 

8 oz. swivels 5 

IV2 i)ounder carronades 6 

24 <* »< 4 

'\ })()under, brass 1 

i} hi »i O 

mJ W 

In view of the well believed storv that some 

« 

eanuim are lying at the bottom of Drummond 
bay, th(^ question as to what became of all 
these big guns during the eight years for which 
there ajijiears no mention of them in the rec- 
ord, becomes interesting. 






The only transport sent to aid in effecting 
the removal of the post, was a brig of one hun- 



* • • • • • • • 

• • • • t r 
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dred and thirty tons burthen. This ve88el was 
packed in eveiy corner, two-thirds being de- 
voted to provisions, conimissiiry stores and in- 
dian pivsents, and the remainder was filk*d 
almost to suffocation, with the hunuin freight 
and the personal baggage. The post commis- 
sary hired in addition, an American sloop of 
fifty tons, which he loaded to its fullest capa- 
city with what were called ''bari'ack stores." 
But this was not sufllicient, and a large quan- 
tity of matenal was sent to St. Joseph island 
for the winter. It is not to be supposed, how- 
ever, that any cannon were left lying around 
among the rocks or hidden in the underbrush 
<m the island. But what then? Simply that 
during the last four or five years, when vessels 
came to the island with the annual supplies, 
they t(M)k on for the return trip, such of the 
cannon as thev (*onvenientlv could, and c^irried 
them to points below. It is more than prob- 
able that the most of the large supply shown 
to have been at Drummond, found a new rest- 
ing place at the fort which was then being 
built at Amherstburg. 

15 
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It is not impoHsible, however, even with this 
view, that tlie two brass pieces shown in the 
n^tiirn of 1820, are now, and have been for sev- 
enty years, at the bottom of Driinimond bay. 
They may have been placed in a batteau, 
and tliat may have been capsized; they may 
have been dropped into the water by accident 
while in the process of being loaded on a ves- 
sel. The statement that they have been 
seen and then could not again be found, is not 
in itself improbable, since the action of the 
waves at the bottom would uncover at one 
time what they would cover (piite deeply with 
sand at another. 

There are few jK^rsons who, riding on the 
waters of that bav will not involuntarilv cast 
their eyes with peering gaze into the depths 
in the hope that a glimpse of the bright brass 
pieces may be caught, and thus add a slight 
romance to their lives. 
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xn. 

More than to any other point which had been 
in dispute between England and the United 
States, the British clung with greatest tenac- 
ity to the countries adjoining the straits of 
Mackinaw\ A firm foothold there, seemed to 
them the key to the whole northwest territory, 
if not indeed, to the lands to the southward 
bordering on the Mississippi. They had 
brought themselves to believe that the control 
of the Indians on the American continent was 
not only necessary to them, but to the indians 
as well. This was no dream of those who rep- 
resented the governmtmt on this side of the 
ocean; it was the settled purpose of the home 
government, as shown b}- the orders whose 
high official character was attested by being 
dated simply, "Downing Street." 

The aim of the British government was then, 
as it has alwavs been, to "further the intei'ests 
of trade.'' Hum, money and blood were ever 
ready to aid in the accomplishment of this end. 
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Anv i»lan which had this in view found a readv 

• I *■ 

heparin jr. Tlie tradi* in furs had, under the fos- 
terinji: care of tlie j^overnnient, reached enor- 
nions proportions, and it was not to be thought 
of that it should he in any way ahndjjed. To 
their minds the exist(»nce of the fur trade de- 
}»ended on the indians. Tliey had not compre- 
hended the fact that a white trapper would 
make a much larp»r 4-at4-h than the avenige 
indian. \\\\\ even if they had appreciated that 
fact, as well as the other fact that indian hunt- 
iu;r nieant the exterminatiim of the fur bejiring 
animals, yet indian hunting was still ncMtes- 
sarv to tlu» **interc»sts of trade/' The white 
trapper must be paid for his ])eltne8 a fair 
])rice and in .trold. The indian, bein^ lirst flUed 
with rum, sold his furs f4)r j?audy trinkets of 
little worth, but at a hij^h jjrice. 

!t was for **the inten*sts of tra<h*" which the 
entire I>ritisli repme was intended to foster 
and uphold, that an absolute control of the in- 
dians by means, first 4)f rum, and if that failed, 
then bv cannon, should be maintaintHl. The 
indians were nc»cessary to them as a i)eople 
whom they could plunder at will. Hut in a 
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sense thej were necessary to the Indians. They 
had taught the red men to forsake all their 
crafts for procurinj^ food and clothing, and to 
bnj of tliem instead. They had taught them to 
devote themselves exclusively to fur gather- 
ing, and this had made them doubly depen- 
dent. Under the teaching of the British, they 
were rapidly losing the art of clothing them- 
selves, and in lieu of the warm and serviceable 
garments which they had formerly made from 
furs and skins, thev had come to need the cloths 
of British manufacture, which "for purposes of 
trade" were made as cheaply as possible. The 
making and use of the bow and arrow were 
among their lost arts, and in order to hunt, 
they must buy from their loving British 
friends, the necessary guns, powder and lead. 
The British, following the example of the Phi- 
listines of the times of Sampson, who did not 
allow the Israelites to have a blacksmith 
among them, but compelled every man who 
needed to have his iron tools repaired or shai^)- 
ened, to go to a Philistine mechanic for the 
needed service, sold the indians the necessary 
tomahawks, hatchets and axes, but compelled 
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tbtriii to visit a British post to hav(* them sharp- 
ened. If the guns which they had sold them 
nei^ded any repair, as was too often the case, a 
journey must be made to a British post, where 
a bhicksmith, who w\as also a gunsmith, was 
kept on government pay and rations to render 
this assistance, but for which the indians paid 
manv times its value. 

ft/ 

The arts of civilization w^hich the British had 
with such care taught to tlu» indians, were only 
those which were expected to make them de- 
pendent, and by mc^ans of that depimdence, 
their servants. While th(»y used every efifort 
to (juell and avert wars among the several 
trib(»s, they did so not from any pnnciple of 
right or humanity, but because tribal dissen- 
sions lessened the annual catch of furs and in- 
terfered witli "trade'' which, as earned on 
under the British regime, was more \illainous, 
and fraught with as great atrocities as the 
sark and pillage of towns by marauding chief- 
tains. Having nuide servants of the indians 
by th(» use of threats, cajolery and rum, they 
brought tliem to tight their battles; the fight- 
ing done, they repaid thc»m for their faithful- 
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ness, wounds, toil, loss of relatives and hunt- 
ing grounds, with showy medals of cheap metal 
and of little value, and filling them once more 
with rum, sent them again to the gathering of 
furs. 

The only question upon which the Prince Re- 
gent was urgent, in his dispatches relative to 
the evacuation of Drummond island, was that 
arrangement should be made such that the In- 
dians who lived in United States territory, 
should have some point in his dominion which 
should be satisfactory to them, where they 
could repair for their annual dole of presents. 
Mackinaw island had been lost to the British 
as the result of war; Drummond island, as they 
deemed it, had been lost by the failure of their 
commissioner under the treaty to properly de- 
fend the rights of the crown. This latter loss 
seemed to them an injustice. In leaving there, 
it was not the being deprived of a particular 
spot or a certain number of acres, that galled 
the British government, but the necessary re- 
moval from the very essential nearness to the 
indians which rendered it easv for them to 
visit frequently and receive the careful teach- 
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iiif:« of the officers detailed for that trust. They 
eoiild not brook the idea that the iiidiaus whom 
in the treaty they had relincjiiished, weiv not 
yet their care, and to some extent their prop- 
erty. When the departure was finally made, 
it was arranged tliat such of the indians as 
could, should visit Aniherstburg for their pres- 
ents, and the others should go to I*enetan- 
guishene. 

All during the occupation of Drummond 
island, the United States government, knowing 
full well that until the indians were estoppjni 
from visiting the British posts there would be 
no such thing as ciui(»t residence and behavior, 
had used every endeavor to pacify tlu*m, and_ 
Oeneral Cass was employing his greatest skill 
in weaning them from their Hntish allegiance. 
It was not without just cause that he had fre- 
quent occasicm to complain of the British in 
this regard, and to remonstrate against their 
course in drawing fnmi the regions far in- 
land from the boundary between the coun- 
tries, a traveling horde of savages to pilfer and 
beg from the setth»rs, and terrify the women 
and children along their route; a pestiferous 
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nuisance which the later generations cannot 
well appreciate. 

But to the protests of the United States the 
British authorities paid little heed in fact, al- 
though at times using smooth words in pallia- 
tion of their defense. So firmly did they cling 
to their hold upon the Indians, that as late as 
1846, eighteen years after they had been finally 
ousted from their last foothold on United 
States territory, and the giving of presents to 
them had at last been stopped, George Iron- 
sides, Superintendent of Indian affairs at Am- 
herstburg, wrote to his superior advising that 
the Indians were yet true in their loyalty to the 
British, and that he had a well considered plan 
for again making soldiers of them against the 
United States. But, he said, it would be neces- 
sary as the first step in these operations, to 
seize again the straits of Mackinaw and the 
contiguous territory. 

Prior to this latter date, however, the sweet- 
ness had all been extracted from that thereto- 
fore luscious fruit. The Indians had been deci- 
mated by the poison of British rum, and the 
yield of furs even to the persistent hunter, had 

16 
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dwindled to very moderate proportions. By 
degrees, the British traders, shorn of military 
protection, had been confined to the regions 
east and north of Liike Superior, and the com- 
panies which had accumulated vast wealth in 
the fur trade, were crumbling on their financial 
foundations. And yet this typical son of 
Britain longed again to seize the waters con- 
necting the great lakes, plant there on the 
shores the flag of the realm, and summon the 
few dusky braves who had withstood the blight 
of British friendship, to engage in rifle prac- 
tice against the people of the United States. 
Their dream of supremacy on the American 
continent seisms to have vanislied but slowly. 
Dnven from one point, they reti*eated sullenly 
to another, and only retreated farther when 
there was no other alternative. 

The occupation of Druumiond island was but 
one of the small episodes in the British dream 
of continental control, but an episode which 
cost them thousands of pounds sterling in 
funds, de<*per cliagrin than if they had obeyed 
the treaty agreement at the outset, and 
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brought in return no added glory to their pres- 
tige or their arms. 



The antiquarian, or the lover of the roman- 
tic in nature, who would visit the scenes and 
places sketched in the foregoing pages, may 
find his wav thither, in these later davs, with 
ease; indeed with positive comfort. Any of the 
steamship lines whose vessels wend their way 
through the devious channels of the St. 
Mary's river will land a pilgrim to the wilds of 
Drummond at the docks at Detour, the port on 
the main land directly opposite the spots he 
seeks; from thence, either by small boat and 
oars wielded by sturdy arms, by fishing smack 
with wide distended sail, or by steam yacht, 
he may be placed on the shores so long held by 
the soldiers of the King, in contravention of 
the stipulations of the treaty and the equities 
thereunder. As he steps on the rocky shore, 
he will be greeted most hospitably, and tlie 



